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Ours is a temple not of book-learning but of liberty. Build-
ing of character is the task before us. We shall be fit for Swaraj
to the extent that we are successful among our students. Work
with students is the only instrument with which to fashion
Swaraj. We must pour our money as well as our whole soul
into institutions like the one we are founding today.
This is a time for deeds, not words. As for the students
who have joined the National College, I look upon them as
half teachers. They have laid the foundation of this College.
They must therefore realize their responsibility. They are full
partners, and if they do not play their part, the teachers' effort
may be largely wasted. The students must understand why
they left Government colleges and joined this College and -what
they expect here to receive. Our struggle against the alien
rulers may be long drawn out. May God give you students the
strength to hold out to the end. If you do so hold out, even a
handful of you will be the pride not only of this College but of
the motherland. And you will be so, not because of the wealth
or the learning of Gujarat, but because the seed of non-co-
operation has been planted and nourished in this province. This
is not self-praise, for I only placed the idea before the people
who took it up enthusiastically and shared my faith in all its
intensity. Even as I see the trees in front of me, I see that non-
violent non-co-operation alone can be the salvation of India,
And this College is the visible symbol of that great movement.
I am only one leaf of it and a dry one at that. The teachers too
are leaves, if somewhat fresher. But you students are the
branches from which a new generation of teachers will arise.
You please repose the same trust in your teachers as in1 me.
But if you find them lacking in the right spirit, you reject them
as Prahlada rejected his father and cSrry on without them.
I pray that this College may be accepted of God as one of
tfee potent instruments with which we shall win our indepen-
dence, and may our independence make for the welfare not
only of India but of the world at large.